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SIX, 
2H DE, 


Have peruſed the Pamphlet of which 
vou ſo much approve, and am ready 
8 cd enter into the r with 

I Vou, upon the Sub} it. It pre- 
og CAT . 8 tends, in the h to flate the 
N Caſe of Schiſm in the Church of 
England : But finding nothing like the State ( ard 


much leſs the true State) of this, or any other C? , 


throughout the whole Book; nor indeed any thing 


almoſt, but empty Harangue, and begging of tb 8 


Nu ſtion; before I can give you an Anſwer to thoſe' 
poor thin Fallacies which, without the leaſt Mixture 


of any true or ſolid Reaſoning, tun all along through. 


out it; I muſt firſt do that which the Author ought 
to have done, that is to ſay, truly and impartially 
tate the Caſe between the preſent Eſtablifh'd Church 


the Cauſe, or to have fo much as a clear Notion of 
the Controverſy that is between them. = 
The Caſe then from the very Beginning, in Fact, 
ſtands thus: | 5 — 

In the beginning of November 1688, the Prince of 
Orange (a Soverign Prince, who by the receiv'd Law 
df Nations had a ſufficient Power, upon a juft Caufe, 
to make War) landed in England with an Army; and 


de been done, and {till carrying on by King James 
* cond then reigning, which were not only de- 
A 2 trimental 


* 


of Exgland, and the Nonjuting Congregations; with- 
out which it is impoſſible to enter into the Merit of” 


wihout offering any Act of Hoſtility, publiſhed 4” 
Declaration, in Which he ſet forth many things to 


* 


=_ 4 * | 8 
nimental to, but alſo deſtructive of, the legal Con- 
itution of Exgland, both in Church and State; and 


thereby alſo injurious to him the ſaid Prince of O- 
range, not only as a neighbouring Prateſtant Prince; 


whoſe Intereſt was bound up together with that of 
the reſt of rhe Proteſtants of Europe; but alſo, and 
more eſpecially, as he was nearly allied ro the Crown ; 


His Princeſs having 2 Right to ſucceed thereunto, in 


caſe of the Failure of King James Iſſue Male, and 
he himſelf having the like Right in Default of ſuch 
Hue, both Male and Famale. In order therefore to 
the making a full and impartial Enquiry into all theſe 
illegal Proceedings, the rectifying, whatever ſhould be 
tound amiſs, and the maintaining and ſecuring of the 


Rights, Liberties, and Properties of the People, the 


Conſtitution of the whole Kingdom, and the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Crown, according to the known Laws 
of the Land; he, by this his Declaration, demanded 
the calling of a free Parliament, to which he referr'd 
all his Pretenſions and Demands; and ſolemnly. pro- 
miſed to acquieſce in, and be concluded by, whate- 
ver they ſhould determine. ; 

After diverſe Struggles and Oppoſitions in vain 
made by the King, wherein he tound the People 
would not join with him (as indeed they ought not) 
againſt the Juſt and legal Rights of themſelves and 
their Poſterity, he ar laſt conſented to the calling of a 
Parliament, order'd Writs to iſſue for that Purpoſe, 
and upon the thirtieth of November publiſhed a Pro- 
clamation, to ſignify this his intention to the whole 
Kingdom: But having by this ſeeming Compliance, 
a little quiered Mens Minds, and thereby gained the 
better Opportunity of ſending away his Queen, the 
pretended Prince of Wales, the Pope's Nuncio, Pe- 
ters the Feſuit, and others of the Popiſh Faction, he 


_ -- thoſe 


_ — 


recall'd the Writs he had iſſued, (burning thoſe which 
had not yet gone out, and entering a Caveat againſt 


— — 
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aoſe that had) threw the Great Seal into the Thames, - 
and upon the eleventh of December attempted to ger 
away privately into France, (without appointing any 
Lord Juſtice or Commiſſioner to act for him in his 
Abſence) in which being rhe firſt time diſappointed, 
he came back again for a while ; but within leſs than 
a Fortnight found a way to eftect what he had before 
deſigned, and left the Kingdom in the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion, without any poſſible g“ Remedy for the 
ſame, except the grand and fundamental Law of Na- 
ture and Self-Preſervation ; which always is allowr- 
ed to take place, where the Civi Authority either 
cannot, or will not exert itſelf. : 18 
The People of England being thus deluded and 
deceived in the Expectation the King had lately gi- 
ven them of a free Parliament; and confidering that 
to remain deſtitute of Civil Government would be 
the ready way to Ruin and Deſtruction, partly by 
wicked and lawleſs Men | befides King Zames's Po- 
piln Soldiers, who continued armed, though dif- 
banded] among themſelves (who without ſome for- 
med Power to reſtrain them, would be at liberty 
to do all the Miſchief they pleaſed :) But more fully 
and immediately by a French Army, which every 
body knew was ready, if not ſpeedily prevented, to 
bring in both Popery and Slavery upon them: The 
Feople of England, J ſay, being in theſe Circum- 
Ilazces, were certainly obliged, by the Law of Na- 
ture and Self-preſ-rvation, to do whatever honeſtly 
1-7 cou'd, to prevent thoſe dreadful Calamities, and 
den Deſtruction itſelf, which purely and only by the 
legal and arbitrary Proceedings of their King, they 
11 juſt ready to break in upon them: And when 
de Maſter of a Ship chuſes- rather to fly away than 
dohliged to ſteer by his Chart and Compaſs, the 
e or Boatlwain, or any Man, may, for the pre- 
b clap his Hand to the Helm, to prevent running 
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. Rocks, until ſuch time as the Crew can put 
t ings into a proper Order for the fafe Proſecution 

of the Voyage. _ _ 4 

As many therefore of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- | 

poral, as were in and about London, with all ſpeed f 

aſſembled, together with the Lord Mayor and Alder- 

mien of this the capital City, and applying them- 

Aelves to the Prince of Orange, declared their Reſolu- 

tion to aſſiſt his Highneſs in the ſpeedy procuring of 

a free Parliament: But when it afterwirds was known / 

that the King had left the Kingdom, and thereby the 

Hopes of a Parliament, properly ſo called, were va- 

niſh d.; the Peers, to the Number of Fifty Five, 

came to a new Reſolution, and defired his Highneſs 

to take on him the Adminiſtration of the Govern- 

ment, until a Convention ( which you know conſiſts 

of the very ſame Members wich a Parliament) ſhould 

be aſſembled; for the Meeting of which, upon the 

twenty ſecond of January following, the Prince, at 

their Deſire, ſent out his Letters to all the Lords Spi- 

ritual and Temporal, and to all the Counties, Cities, 1 

and Boroughs in England and Wales : And when it. 

accordingly met, it was as full and free a Repreſen- { 

tation of the whole Nation, as by our Conſtitution 

ever was, or indeed can be; all forts of People ge- 2 

nerally conſenting, and as much as they could, in G 

their ſeveral Stations, concurring to the Meeting oft WM, 

this Aſſembly, excepting only Papilts, and ſuch o- It 
ls 
1 


thers as had notoriouſſy been guilty of illegal Fra- 
ctices; for which they jultly feared to be called to 
an Account. 8 


A King, who by the fundamental Conſtitution of a 
his Kingdom, has not the Power in himſelf ot making 0 
Laws, if he ſhall obſtinately refuſe to govern accor- F 


ding to that legal Power with which he is inveſted, 
and claim, and act, by a pretended Power which no £ 
way belongs to him; and if rather than yield 5 
| ega 
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ion of ſuch his exorbitancy, hell qu 
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legal Regulati | 
1 Ke. and apply himſelf tor aſfiſtance td a 
| known Enemy both of the Religion and juſt Liber- 
1 ries of his People 3 either ſuch a King Abdicates His | 
® Government (that is to ſay, the Government to which 


alone he is entitled) in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the Word, 
or elſe the meaning of the Word Ahdication, has never 
yet, that I know of, been found out: And if ſuch an 
Ahdicatian, without appointing any Lord Juſtice, or 
Commiſſioner to act in the Government, be not 3 
leaving the Throne Vacant, we ſhall be as much at a 
lots for the Compleat noral Meaning of that word al- 
ſo. But whether the Convention uſe of the 
molt proper Words in the Vote which they paſſed 
upon the late King Jumes, is a needleſs Diſpute; the 
matter of Fat which they ſet forth in their publick 
Declaration, is notoriouſly true, and amounts plainly 
to thus much + That King James would not govern 
according to Law: That the Government which he 
exerciſed, was a Subverſion of our legal Conſtitution: 
And that rather than afford his People that juſt and 
lawful Redreſs which they had à good Right to de- 
mand, he went away from them, and lett them with- 


out any Government at all. 


* 


How Subjects ought to behave themſelves towards 
2 Prince who governs according to Law, is undoubt- 
edly to be learnt from the Laws of God and thoſe 
of the Country: How they are to behave them-. 
klves towards a Prince who governs contrary to Law, 
1s not, that I know of, expreſly taught by any hu- 
man Laws wharloever (which always, I think, ſup- 
pole the ſupreme Magiſtrate to govern after a legal 
manner): Nor have I at preſent any occaſion to en- 
Wire. how: the Interpretation which ſome Men put 
pon the Laws of God touching this matter, can be 
Konciled to the ſeveral and very different Conſtitu- 
Wn of Kingdoms and Prindpalities in the World: 

e 5 But 


r Fr 97 | | 
But where a King firſt violates the fundamental Con- 
ſtitution of his Kingdom, and then inſtead of redreſſing 
the juſt Complaints of his Subjects, forſakes the King- 
dom it felt, and leaves them without any Govern- 
ment; and laſtly, betakes himſelf for Aſſiſtance to a 
known Enemy of the Liberties and Religion of his 
People; where this, I ſay, is the Caſe (as moſt e- 
vidently it was: that of the late King Zames) I con- 
feſs I never could nd or hear of any Law either 
of God or Men, that 0bliges thoſe who lately were 
the Subjects of ſuch a- King, to recal him after ſach 
his D-parture, or hinders them either from ereCting a 
new Government for their own Safety, or from de- 
fending it, when ſo erected, by Force of Arms even 
againſt their late King, if he offers to return in an 
hoſtile manner. I conclude therefore, that the Con- 
vention in placing King William and Queen Mary up- 
on the Throne of Exgland, in the room of the late 
King 7ames, were guilty of no Violation of any Law 
either of God ot Manz but: fairhfully- therein diſchar- 
geld that Truſt which the People of the Realm had 
repoſed in them: And the main Body of the People 
immediately approving of what was thus done, and 
ſufficiently teſtifying this their Approbation, by on- 
ing and ſubmitting to King 17/1992 and Queen Mary, 
the Government thereby became eſtabliſſed in the 
ſame manner as all other ſupreme Governments ((T WF 
rael and Fudsh only excepted) have ever originally 
been; and all the Subjects of Eng/and obliged in Con- 
| ſcience, to be obedient to it. As to what is object- 
ſ ed in Favour of the Pretender, I ſhall preſently take 
| it into Confideration. - Font ü Y 
The Aſſembly, which during the Interregnum, (for 
ſo I think it may well be called) was properly no more 
but a Convention of the Three Eſtates of the Realm, 
| having now a King prefiding over them, and be- 
| ing, as I have ſaid, as Hall and free a Repreſentative © 


a — _ 
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be Nation, as by our Conſtitution can be called 
together; immediately became, to all Intents and 
Purpoles, a Parliament, and acted as ſuch: And 
whereas it is Objected, that they could not be a Par: 
Jiament, becauſe not called by the King's Writ; to this 
it is 4 full and ſufficient Anſwer to ſa r, 

Firſt, That King Jamès before his final Abdica- | 
on, having on the twenty eighth of November de- | 
lared in Council that he weuld call a Parliament, | 
rdered rhe Writs for that Purpoſe to be made out, 
nd on the thirtieth iſſued his Proclamation to ſignify 
his his Intention to the People; the-Natiori hereby 
ad a Right to the fitting of a Patliament, which 
gh could no more be taken away by his recallinig 
fhis Wr:7rs after they had paſſed the Seal, entering 
Caveat againſt the Execution of ſich as had got 
en actually executed, and burning ſuch as Were 

tin the Hands of the Officer, than any ether 

ant duly made by the King, can after the making 
it. be arbitrarily made void without the Forms of 
icgal Proceeding. If therefore we are to take out 
eaſures not fm bare Words, but the true Natur 
ines, and Rules of Right, we may without any 
I bdacdtty, y, that the three Eſtates of the Realm 
d. % Reality, as much Authority to meet as King 
mes could give them; and tho' they did not meet 
2 Week after the Time that he had prefixed for it, 
t ſince this Stop was occaſioned only and wholly by 
> MW P{Xlf, it ought to be no Diminution of the Right 
21M the Nation. But, | n 
WM $:-0:4/y, Suppoſing that King James had not at all 


L 


115 tended to call a Parliament, or had by our Con- 

7. utiona Power to recall the Writs in the manner he 

1. after or before they had paſſed the Seal; yet 

1 e, by his voluntary Abdication, the very Fountain of 
”. 


Exeeution of Juſtice was wholly withdrawn, and 


* % 


. Se [ 10 } oy : 
/ an Hour be fecure of his Life, Libetty, or Property, 
nor had rhe Laws of 64r Land made any Proviſion for 
a Caſe of this Nature : It follows, that the People of 
England had, upon this Occafion, tio other Rule left 
whereby to guide themſelves, but the, Laws of Na- | 
ture, Reaſon, and Scripture ; amotipſt which, I muſt } 
acknowledge, that I can find none that any way ob- 
liges a People, thus forſaken by theit Prince, to ſtand 
ſtill and be utterly ruined, rather than mike uſe of 
the only ſecure Means, which in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things is left them for their own Preſervation : In | 
order whereunto, the People of Exgland having by 
their univerſal Conſent and Concurtence (as already 
mentioned) given Power to this Coſwention, as their 
Repreſentatives, to do whatever ſhould be found ne- 
ceſſary, it follows, that whatever they did, or con- 
curred to do in order to that end, had all the Rati- 
fication the People could give it; and conſequently, 
that the People are ſtill bound to give Obedience to 
what they have eſtabliſhed, no part thereof having 
yet been diſanulled by our Legiſſature, which, in the 
ordinary Courſe of things, alone has power to anul 
oralter any part of the Settlement of the Kinzdom. 
Thirdly, The Acts of thisConventio7-Parliament have 
not only never been diſanulled, or declared illegal by 
any of the many ſubſequent Parliaments, that fine 
have been called, or by any publick Authority wharf 
ever, but alſo have ever ſince bcen received and owned 
as authentick and legal, in Parliament, in Convyoct 
tion, and in all our Courts of Juſtice. It then by 
.our Conſtitution, a.,/ing/e Judgment once given inal 
Caſe, and aſterwards rece ved and approved of in the 
Proceedings of the Courts (whenever there is oc 
fion to quote it) is allowed as Jong as it ſo fands, f 
fir to have the Force of a Law, as to juſtify every ai 
— who acts according to it as you very well know it un 
verially is; certainly the Sanctions of fuch an ny 
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bly as the Convention was, being in the like man- 
ner received and approved of in the Proceedings of 
all ſubſequent Parliaments, and all the Courts of Ju- 
[tice, and upon which many Z:dgments and Determi- 
nations have by publick Authority been given, with- 


Na- out any Queſtion made of their Legality, muſt needs 
LY be looked upon at leaſt, to be of equal Obligation. If 
Wer” theretore there were any /ega/ 2 in the manner 


either of the calling, or proceeding of the Convention, 
(as for the Reatons already given, I think there was 
not) yer this ſuppoſed 1 Defe (whatever it is thought 


: 10 to be, is abundantly ſupplied by the /ega/Rarificarion, 
N. Wluch, according to our Conſtitution, has been given 
Th to achat was done or tranſacted by it. „ 


But becauſc all the Arguments which you can poſ- 
ſibiy tame tor your Party; mult of neceſſity be ground- 
ed upon the pretended Nullity of hat was done by 
this Convention, it will be neceſſaty in this place to 
clear up two or three other Objections that by ſome 
have been made againft theit Proceedings. 
Firit then, altho every Man in his Wits mult allow, 
that if a Prince of his own accord, refuſes any longer 
to adminiſter the Government, and voluntarily for- 


710 b lakes his Dominions (which was the Caſe of Hen 

al by King of Poland, and afterwards the third of France) 
: inc ben indeed the People are left to the Laws of their 
hath Country, if any there be that come home to the 


Cafe, or if not, to thoſe of God and Nature, to make 


As due Proviſion for their own Safety and Welfare: 
mh br Yet when a King is meerly forced, and that by his on 
n in objects, to fly for the Safety of his Perſon into a fo- 


reign Country; ſuch a Flight as this will by no means 
let his Subjects free from that Duty and Allegiance 


OCCa | N 
„ich they owe him, nor empower them to declare 
ande the Throne vacant, or ſet up another King, or chief 
ery Of | | 7 1 3 ; £3 A * >. 1. 85 3 5 E 


Governour, in oppoſition to him. 
This indeed was the * ot King Garls ny 
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but by no means of his Brother King James, as | 
{hall preſently ſhew. . But ſuppoſing (though not 
granting) for -the preſent that it were, yet fince 
King W:/ham, Queen Anne, and King George have 
now ſucceſſiwely reigned and been in full poſſeſſion of 
the Royal Power, and all the exerciſe of it, for the 
ſpace of almoſt eight and twenty Years, it is evident 
that the Subjects of this Realm are bound to ſubmit 
to King George as their King, and accordingly to pay 
Allegiance to him as ſuch ; and by the Law of God 
are obliged, for Conſcience ſake, to give Obedience 
to him, and this antecedent to any Oath which they 

have taken, _ | 
Let every Soul be ſubjef tothe Higher-Powers, ſays 
St. Paul. But by what Rule am I to determine in 
whom this Power refides to which I am thus com- 
manded to ſubmit? If a Kingdom be elective, is each 
privare Man to Judge, or indeed capable of. judging 
of the Validity of rhe Election of this or that parti- 
cular Perſon 2 Or if the Crown is to pals by Sue- 
ceſſion, mult every Subject enquire into the Pedigree 
of each King, ſo as to be able to determine, whether 
he comes to the Throne by Proximity of Blood? Or 
(whether it be a Kingdom or Commonwealth) muſt 
he enquire into, and judge of cach Magiſtrates Title 
to that power which he publickly and without Con- 
troul exerciſes ? In all the Struggles that were about 
the Roman Empire, was each particular Chriſtian 
bound to judge of the Legality of that Title upon 
which every Emperor grounded his Claim? Or was 
it unlawful for 2 private Subject of Exglund to pay 
Allegiance to King Henry the Sixth, who was not 
next in Blood to Richard the Second, who had about 
trrenty three Years before been depoted, and ſuc- 
ceeded by Henry the Fourth, and Henry the Fifth: Or, 
ſuppoſe a Man to have been born in the Beginning of 
Henry the Sixth's Reign, and to have lived quietly, 
_ 
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1 Wd been protected under it for above twenty or thir- 

ot Years, would he after this have been obliged in 

ce onſcience to withdraw his Allegiance from him, it 

ve Wy cnquiring into his Pedigree, he ſhould have come 

of Wb find that he had not that fort of Hereditary Right 

he Wh the Crown of England, for which ſome Men of 

nt Nite have ſo zealouſly appeared? In the Times indeed 

nit War and Confuſion, when the Military Sword 

ay eus the 0 ſome Difficulty may ariſe, in point 

_ f Conſcience, touching the Duty of Allegiance ; and 

1ce Het I never heard it counted a Sin (by the moſt 

ey Nupulous Caluiſt) pathvely to ſubmit even to an 

ſurped Power, without offering any way to practiſe 

ays [{Wzinlt it, as long as we receive and accept of Pro- 
> in Non from it. But when once Peace is ſettled, the 
»m- {W-ciilature exerciſed, and Juſtice regularly admini- | 
ach Ned wichin à Kingdom or Commonwealth, every 2 
ing MW: who lives within the precincts of it, either knows, | 
1rti- W' may eaſily know, who is in the quiet and undi- 
Suc- {Wivcd poſſeſſion of that power which is actually 
gree er him: And if ſuch a poſſeſſion be not a ſufficie::t j 
ther Nile of Civ Subjection, and Obedience in all things } 
Or {Wit are not contrary ro the Laws of God, I defire | 


muſt Nu to aſſign any other Rule that is neceſſary or pro- 
Title do direct the Conſciences of all Subjects, in every 
Con- uadom, Principality and Commonwealth, in that 
bout MW:dience which, by the General Law of God, we 
iſtian MW: all bound to give to the retpective powers that 
upon [MW over us. I (for example) have a Fee-Farm-Leaſe 
- was part of a Manor, on Account of which I ſtand 
pay ind to pay and perform certain Rents and Duties 
nor he Head Landlord : A Controverſy ariſes con- 
about {Wing the Title to the Lordſhip; one pretends an 
ſuc- Hail; another, that he has married the Heireſs at 
Or, ; a third claims by a purchaſe, and a fourth 
g of ends rhe Manor to have been forteited, and has 
ietly, tent for it, It is perhaps my private Opinion, 
| thar 
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that by the Ignorance or Corruption of a Judge, the 
packing of a Jury, or the perjury of the Witneſſes, 
Judgment has gone for him that really in Law and 
Conſcience has no Right. But Might has got the 
Better; he is put into Poſſeſſion, and the Magiſtracy } 
uphold him init: I cannot therefore avoid paying the } 
Rent, and performing the Covenants of my Leale, to 
him; but I am bound by the Laws of God to render 
unto every Man his Duc : And it is my Opinion, that 
what Jam forced to pay and perform to him, ought, 
it Right had place, to be done to another. Tell me then, 
I pray you, am] bound in Conſcience to with-hold 
both Rent and Duties from him who is in Poſſeſſion, 
and to pay and perform them to the other, who in 
my private Opinion has the Right on his Side? The 
Application is ſo plain, that I need not make it. 
If therefore King Zames had been forced for the 
Safety ot his Perſon to fly out of the Kingdom, as it 
is pretended, yet, as Matters now ſtand, this it ſelf 
would be no jult Objection againſt the Allegiance 
which we affirm to be due to our Sovereign King 
George. But the Pretence it {elf is altogether ground- 
leſs; nor is there ſo much as one ſingle Fact to ſup- 
port it. The firſt Attempt which he made to get 
out of the Kingdom, was upon the Eleventh of De- 
cember, before which Time there was never the leaſti 
Mark of Diſteſpect, and much leſs any ſort of Thteat - 
ning ſhewn or vſed towards his Petſon. And altho 
when he was firit ſeized and brought back as a {ul-W 
pected Perſon, he was ſomewhat roughly uſed by 
thoſe poor ordinary Men who knew him not; yet as 
ſoon as he was known, he was treated with all ima- 
ginable Duty and Reſpect, and the Militia of the 
Country drawn up to guard him, until ſome of the 
Nobility with his own Guards were ſent to conduct 
him back to London; where he arrived on the ſix- 
teenth Day, and was welcomed by the Acclamaton, | 
- 0 


tions! 
of 
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the People throughout that great City: And the 
reſent poſture of Affairs, together with the Invita- 
on of the Peers and others, upon King James's fff 
icht, requiring the Prince, attended by his Guards, 
mediately to come up to London, it was the ſureſt 
ethod that could be taken for the Security of the 
ling's Perſon, to cauſe him for a while to retire un- 
o ſome Place at a ſmall Diſtance,  ( Rocheſter was 
is own Choice) until all things ſhould be concerted 
nd ſettled, in order to the Meeting of a Parliament. 
1 a word, it was evident to all who were then able 


Wmpartially to judge of the Sentiments of the People 


f England, that a Thought of any Violence to the 
ling's Perſon never enter d into their Minds; and If 
ven then he had ſtay'd, and would have conſented 
o ſecure the Religion, Lives, Liberties, and Proper- 
ies of his People, againſt the illegal Encroachments 
Popery and Arbitrary Power, he might have con- 
ned quietly to reign and exerciſe his legal Kingly 


Nuthority, even to the End of his Liſe. 


But the plain and evident Truth of the Marter is 
his: King James had ſet his Heart upon bringing in 


Popery, and making himſelf arbitrary over his Peo- 


ple. In order whereunto he makes ſeveral large and 
legal Steps, and among the reſt, aſſumes a Power 
of diſpenſing with all the Laws of the Kingdor 
and arms abundance of Papiſts (by Law aqui 
that he might by Force complete, what by other 
Means he found he could not do. The Prince of 
Orange, having (as I have already faid ) both a juft 
Cauſe, and ſufficient Authority fo to do, comes with 
an Army, to demand a Reſtitution of the legal Exg- 
I Conftitution, but by no means to make War, ex- 
cept this were denied: A foreign Force is offered to 
the King (as he owns by his Proclamation dated 
Ocfoher the ſourth) the better to enable him to reſiſt 
the Prince ; but as this could) then have hardly come 
: time 
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time enough, ſo he feared he might enrage his Suk 

jects whom he had already too much diſobliged andi 

therefore he reſolves for the preſent to depend upon 

4 his on Army, which conſiſted of a great Number 

q of Papiſts, and ſuch Proteſtants as he thought would 

comply with his Defign. The Proteſtants would not. 

fight againſt their own Religion, Liberties, Properties, Ml 

and Lives too, it Popery ſhould prevail: And the Px 

piſts, being {truck with Terror, durſt not make a puſh 

| tor the Victory. Upon this the King pretends he will 

comply with the juſt Demands of the Pyince, and call 

2 Parliament; but this proves only an Artitice, tori 

he ſecretly attempts to get our of the Kingdom; ini 

which, being the firſt time diſappointed, he ſoon tries 

again, ſucceeds in the Deſign, and gets oft ro France, i 

from whence it was that he expected his foreign Alf. 

| tance. And after all this, will you or any Man ſay that 

he was forced to fly away for the Safety of his Perſon 

But, ſuppoling a King to abuſe his Authority; 

does this immediately amount to an abſolute For fei. 
s | ture of it? I do not offer to ſay it does; neither have 

| I occaſion, in our preſent Caſe, to enter into that Di- 

| ipute. But this I fay, that King James refuſing, and 

| that ſo obſtinately, to govern by the Rule of his Ja 

Power ; his aſſuming an arbitrary and altogether zlle- 

gal Power over the people of England, to-which no 

Law, either of God or the Realm, obliged the Nx 

tion to ſubmit ; his refufing to the very laſt to ſecure 

our legal Conſtitution, by calling a free Parliament, 

and amuſing and deceiving the Nation on that Point: 

And laſtly, his leaving the Kingdom in the manner 

| he did, without any fort of Proviſion for the Execu- 

1 tion of Juſtice, together with his manifeſt Deſign of 

returning again by the power of the Sword, (the Con. 

ſequence of which, it he had ſucceeded therein, no 

| Man dcubted, would have been the impoſing of Ps 

7 pery and $/avery at once upon us, and the total Sub- 

| | Yertion 
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led, our Obedience, (as 1 have already ſaid) is for 
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verſion of our whole legal Eſtabliſhment both of 
Church and State.) All this, I ſay, put together a- 
mounted to a formal and wilful Ahdication of that Go- 
vernment to which alone be was, or had been any way 
entitled, And the Law of the Land having made no 
Proviſion for ſuch a Cale as this, the People of Eng- 
land were left to the Laws of God, of Nature, and 
S:1f-preſervation, to provide the beſt they could for 
their own Safety. | | 
But: although for the publick Safety (which is the 
Supreme Political Law) it might have been neceſſary 
to rut the Exerciſe of theGovernment into other Hands, 
yet what need was there of depriving King Z2mes of 
the very Title of King? And why might not a Regen- 


Icy have been appointed to Govern the Kingdom in 


his Name, as is always done in the Caſe of the King's 
Minority, and would certainly be in the Cale of La- 
nac ji, or any ſuch like Incapacity ? 

[ anſwer, that for the Caſe of the King's Aligority, 
the, Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom have made 
Proviſion ; and there is at leaſt a Parity of Reafon, 
it it ſhould pleaſe God at any. time to — — under 
a natural Incapacity : But for ſuch a Caſe as that ot 
King Fames's Abdication (elpecially if we take it all 


along from the beginning of his arbitrary Proceed- 


ings) there is no mannex of Proviſion at all mide by 
any other Law, but that ſupreme one of the publick 
Safery; which preſcribes nothing more in ſuch a Cale, 
but that the Frame of the Conſtitution ſhould be pre- 
krved (to (avoid Contuſion) and amended; where e- 
dent Occaſion requires, and the Government pla- 
cd in the beſt Hands that may be found for it; all 
Which, I think, was carefully and faithiully perform- 
ed: Or if the Convention were miltaken in any Point, 
(as I think they were not in any fundamental one) 
ret the Government having now been ſo long ſet- 


Con- 
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Conſcience ſake become due to it. And indeed, to 
have continued the 17% of King in King Fames, after 
once his Abdication was voted at nd declared, had been 
the ready way to have wholly deſeated the De lign of 
ſuch a Regency, as lome 3 to plead for, and 
in a little time, more eſfectually than before, to have 
expoſed the Kingdom to all — Evils, of which 
we lately had o much Reaſon to complain, 

But, if a King dies, the next Heir of courſe is to 

ſucceed. Right! P But if a King g wiltully 2bdicates be- 
fore he dies; If great Doubts are raiſed who the net 
Hicir is; and char Afkair has, by the late King, (con- 
ttary to the ancient Cuitoms of the Land ) been ſo 
managed, as to give the Cope Cauſe ot more than 
a Suſpicion, that the pretended Heir is not ſuch in 
reality as is pretended : If this pretended Heir is cat. 
ried away into a forctign Country, there to be educa- 
red in a Religion and Principles deſtructive of the 
Conttitution of the Kingdom, both in Church and 
State: If by tis Means the Peop e are left in the 
urmoft Contufi on, and in Danger of being ruined by 
a foreign Power, in caſe they do not come to a ſpee- 
dy Setdement: If the Perſon who, under God, has 
been their Deliveter, 1s nearly allied to the Crown, 
and his Wie is ce: eral! v ſippoſed to be the neareſt 
of anv. and both of them he x greateſt Friends to the 
legal Conllit ation, and in that Tunture the only Per- 
ions who, under Gol, and in the ordinary Method 
of human Affairs, can preferve it from utter Ruin and 
Deſtzuction; And luſtiy, iFrhere be no, other Law, 
which in fuch a Cafe as this ether does, cr ought to, 
rike place of Than of the Pablicꝶ Safety « tell me, 
pr by you, plainly and exprefly, whata People, in 
uch Jancture as this, 1 bound to do (and by 20h 
Late) other than what the People of England did, 
when all this was moſt nororiouſty their Cate? 

It will perhaps be pretended, that as the Separa: 
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ſtruction of the Life of itz 10 it by King Zames's 
ication, the Throne was lett dcn, the Oonſe- 
ence mult be a zoral Diſſolution of he whoſe Go- 
nment, and conſequently a Reduction ot the Peo- 
to a meer Stare of Natures which if once granted, 


2d, to 
5 alter 
1 been 


1gn nut alſo follow, that ſinee by Nature no Man has 
T, and BS wer to conſent for another but himſelf, (except 
oo chaps a Parent for his Children in their Minority, 
whic 


Man can be obliged to ſubmit to the new Govern- 
nt erected by the Convention, except he himſelt 


e 15 to :ally conſented thereunto, or gave a Power to 
tes be: e other Perſon to conſent fox him. 

© agg anſiver, That from the Natural Body to the Bo- 
a N Politick, the Conſequence will not always hold: 
een ſo 


e than lently departed from thar Right. which before he 
ich in, to the Obedience of his Subjects, and thereby 
3 car- Ne Throne was become vacant, . becauſ; owr Laws 
educa- 


d made no Proviſion for the filling of it in... {uch.e 


of the / :;7his yet no Act of his, by himſelf; could, by 
h and . Conſtitution, deprive the Lords Spiritual and 
in the mporal, the Freeholders cf Counties, and the ſe- 
ed by rn Cities, Corporations, and Boroughs, of the King- 

| Ipee- m, of thoſe ſeveral Rights whereunto by Law they 
d, bas Nod entitled. Since then, by our Conſtitution, the 
wide rds Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons 
neare 


ben by a Majority of Votes, reſpectively of the 


to the reral Counties, Cities, Corporations and Boroughs 


y Per- WF the Kingdom, are alone entitled to conſent for the 
lethod Whole Body of the People, whenever their Conſent is 
iin and cellary : And ſince whatſoever is conſented to by a 
Law, 1jority of each Houſe, has always amongſt us 
Sht to, en allowed to have the {ime Force as if every par- 

me, | Weular Man in the Nation had thereunto conſented z 
le, in Nr have the People of England collectively any other 
hut 


ay but this of giving their Conſent; it follows, that 


1 did, C 2 the 


tion 
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d though King 7ames, by his Abdication, molt e- 
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the filling ot the Throne, in the manner it was done 
by the Convention, had ſo far the Conſent of the 
People, as to lay an Obligation upon every particular 
Man-among them to ſubmit to it. A. 
But ſuppoſing (though not granting) that there 
had been ſome Defect in the Authority or Proceed 
ings of the Convention; yet ſince the Goyernment 
has now been ſo many Years ſettled, the Frame of 
our Conſtitution preſerved, Parliaments called,” Laws 
made, and Juſtice every where regularly diſtributed; 
it is (as I have already ſaid) the Duty of each patti- 
cular Perſon who has his Abode in the Kingdom, to 
ſubmit to what has been thus eltabliſned, and give 
Obedience to that Aurhority which for ſo long a time 
has been in Poſſefſhon. . 1 
Amoneſt other things enacted by the Legiſature, 
as it was, upon King FJames's Abdication, ſoon eſta- 
bliſhed 3 this was one, vis, That every Archbiſhop, 
Bifhop, and beneficed Clergyman who ſhould not, 
by ſuch a certain Time, ſwear Allegiance to King 
IW:liam and Queen Mary, ſhould be deprived of his 
Archbiſhoprick, Biſhoprick, or other Eccleſialti- 
cal Benefice : And the Archbiſhop of Canterbary, 
with fix Biſhops, and ſome few beneficed Clergy 
men, refuſing to ſweat Allegiance as the Law 'requr 
red, they were accordingly deprived, and other Br 
ſhops and Priefts, conſecrated and ordained acc 
ding to our legal Form, were put into the feſpectiſt 
Places and Stations, which by their Deprivation were 
become vacant. The Nonjuring Bifhops and 'Cler- 
ge, who were thus deprived, or ſome of them, upon 
this, refuſe to hold Communion, not only with thoſe 
ehem they call Inzraders, but alſo with all cthers 
who own them, or join in Communion with them, 
and ſet up diſtint Congregations in Oppoſition to all 
the Cathedral and Parochial Churches, and all other 
Churches whaticever throughout the _— *. 
Ubmit- 
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mitted to King 
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Wiliam, and afterwards to Queen 
ie, and continue now to do the ſame to King 


prev.” Hence a new Schiſm is made in the Church 
| noland 3 for the perpetuating ot which, the Non- 


ng Biſhops (or ſome of them) conſecrate more 
ops, and theſe again more Prielts, in order to 
ſerve a Succeſſion among theinſelves, and thereby 
ever to continue ſeparate. from what we affirm - 
de the National Church, as it ſtands at preſent by 

v eftabliſh'd. . © EE x Ys 
hat it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to promote 
Peace and Unity of the Church, and heartily to 
eavour that there may be zo Diviſion therein, but 
all of that Profeſſion may be e joined to- 
ber in the 18 Mind and the ſame fadę ment, 1 
I. 10. In one Spirit, and with one Mind, ſtri- 

together for the Faith of the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. 
t when one Party of Chriſtians ſeparate from u. 
7 it muſt either be for a Juſt and ſufficie nt Ra. 
or without one; and that conſequently where- 


on ſer up in oppoſition toanorher, and refuſing to 
in Communion with the other, there mult of ne- 
be a Sin on the one or the other ſide; either in 
who gave the other a juſt ground of Separati- 
ot in them who ſeparate without à Juſt ground: 
his, I fay, is plain and agreed on by both Par- 


. 


s from Ee and, Parochial Congregati- 
without any juſt ground fot ſo doing; Or in us 
are of them, for giving you. a Juſt ground for 
your Separation, is the only Point at this time 
ntroverſy between us. 1 

nd thus I have given you from the very begin- 
a fair and impartial State of the Controverſy a- 
dchz ſin, that is between us. The Facts I have 


men: 


there js a Schiſtn in any Church, and one Congte- . 


And where the Sn of this Separation, or Schiſen 


A 


whether in you Nonjurors Wurfes 2 
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| ſhall ſoon find the Determination of our preſent Di 
]jpute intirely in a manner, to depend. 


I am ſure you will not deny) either you muſt aſſig 


ing and Extent of it. If it be contrary to any Ls 


Oed dre notoriuS ang Unconeereed, 1 he leg 
proceedings ot King James, from the en 
his Reign, I have thought it needleſs particularly to 
ſet forth ; the main Branches thereof you may find 
reckoned up in the Declaration made by the Lords 
and Commons, Feb. 12. 1688. I have indeed, toge- 
ther with this hiſtorical Account which I have given, 
intermixed ſomething by way of Defence of what was 
done by the People of England, upon the Dictates of 
the Law of Nature, and Self-preſervation, when at 
that time rhey were ntterly deprived not only of the 
Benefit of the Laws of the Land, but in ſome ſort e- 
ven of the Laws themſelves, which, upon K. Zames's 
Abdication, could not be put in Execution, without 
the ereQing of a new Government : But all I have 
yet ſaid upon this Argument, amounts to no more 
than a Vindication of the C Authority that then 
was ſer, and {bleſſed be God) is ſtill continued over 
us, and is a neceſfary Preliminary to the chief Point 
that comes into Queſtion, vig. How far the Cuil Po. 
wer may, with good Authority, interpoſe in the Regt 
lation of Matters Eccleſiaſtical; upon which we 


And now to proceed to the Debate that ariſes uf 
on the Queſtion thus ſtated : If it be the Duty of e 
very Chriſtian to maintain Communion with alle 
ther Chriſtians. wherever it is Tam ſo to do (whid 


ſomething #zlawſul in your communicating with u 
or elſe your refuſing ſo to do, muſt be a Breach 
Duty; that is to ſay, a Sin. Here then I demant 
where is the Un/awfulneſs of your joining in Comm 
nion with us? Ifit be contrary to any Lam of Got 
produce the Law wherever it lies in the Holy Sm 
ptures, and let us fairly enquire into the true Me! 


—— —— + — BF - OY El ͤ X— 


mega 


CU 295) 


ing of 
Ain 1% whether Ecclefiattical or Civil, produce even 
Lords r Law, and prove it {till to be in yi: ſo as by 


Due of the Divine Law, to oblige the Conlcience. 
W to {2y a thing is a Sin, and yet not to be able to 
ve it anlamſul; Or to ſay it is #nlawful, and yet not 
pn any Lato, either of God or Man, that continues 
orce, waich is thereby broken, is an Abſurdity 
groſs to be impoſed upon any Man who uſes to 
jk a ſecond time. Your Pamphlet expreſly ſays, 
ge 3.) That when the Publick is inthe right, and 
e 10 juſt Cauſe of ſeparating from it, then it is a 
ur Sin to ſet up private Congregations againſt it. 
certainly as long as without the Breach of any 
„either of God or Man, we may continue in 


toge- 
given, 
lat was 
-4tes of 
then at 
of the 
ſort e- 
Fames' 
vithout 
I have 
). more 


n . , 
5 32 munion with 7he Publicꝶ, there can be no 7u/? 
of Pom for ſeparating from it. | 
iP refuſe to join in Communion with the Church 


ne, and the ſame we ought to do, ifwe lived in 
ace where Popery is publickly eftabliſhd. For 
Refuſal we give an unanſwerable Reaſon, name- 


he Regu: 
nich we 


gent Li hat we cannot be 1 to F- with 
es up Church, except we worſhip Images, pray to 
ae „ worſhip the Hoſt, quit the Cup in the Com- 
f + zu on, and profeſs the Belief of diverſe Doctrines 
, (whid h we know to be falſe ; all which (not to men- 
"it ao mofe Particulars) we prove from Holy Scri- 
mon th udo be directly contrary to the Law of God. The 
Breach *, ſome of them totally, and others ordinarily, 
* demaniM- 2 oin in Communion with our Church as by 
Comm *!tabliſhed : We demand from them to ſhew 


hing thit is 2nmſul in our Communion, which 
very, plain, they cannot do; and therefore we juſt- 
auge both the one and the other, with the Si; 
qu. In like manner, if you are able to aſſign 
ing which we require in order to Church -· Com- 
1 that is untawſz7, it mult be granted that the 
op The Schifm will lie upon us; otherwiſe it 
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5 vill be moſt evident, that that Sin lies as much u 
1 you, as it does upon the Diſſenters. But as the 
1 thor of your Pamphlet has not ſo much as offere 
flare the Caſe which he takes upon him to handle 
neither does he ſo much as attempt to prove 
Point, upon which his Cauie entirely depends, 
all along takes it for granted, as if indeed there 
no ms a for any Proof of it. However, from 
ſcattered. Hints which here and there he has g 
us of his Thoughts, we may ſufficiently learn) 
b the pretended Proofs are upon which he relies; 
| theſe I ſhall examine in the cleareſt. Method I can 
though he has not thought fit to obſerve any. . 
But before I enter upon this Examination, I. 
defire you by no, means to forget, that when we 
enquiring whether rhis or that thing be a Sis, 
have no other Teſt or Rule whereby to make 
Trial, but only the Law of God. Sin is nothing 
but the Tranſereſfon of the Law (1 Joh. iii. 4.) Wi 
© no Law is, there is no Tranſgreſhon, that is tola 
; Sin. (Rom. iv. 15.) By the Law alone is the N 
ledge of Sin (Rom iii. 20.) Nay, I bad not known 
but by the Law: For Example, Thad not known 
to have been a Sin. except the Law had ſaid; 1 
ſhalt not covet. (Rom. vii. 7.) And although to vil 
,  evena human Law, is allowed to be a. Sin, yet 
ſo only for this Reaſon, becauſe the Law of ( 
both by Reaſon and Revelation, requires every | 
to give Obedience to whatever lawful Author 
placed over him. Whatever Proofs therefore the 
thor of your Pamphlet pretends to ſuggeſt, that 

a Sin to communicate with our Church as it 

at. prefent eſtabliſhed ; except they reach hom 
ſhew that it is contrary to God's Law, they mul 

be look d upon as fallacious and deluſive. 
Add to this, that in the Sixth of thoſe thirty 
Articles, to which you (if you are a Miniſter 2 
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urch of Eughnd) have ſubſcribed, it is enpt 
clared, that Holy Scripture contameth all things 
ceſſary for Saluation: So that whatſoever 7 not 
ad therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to 


WW reguircdof any Man, that it ſhould be believed as 


Article of Faith, an be thought requiſite and ng- 
ſary to Salvation. I demand then, 1s it neceſſary 
Salvation, that you abſtain from our Communion ? 
not, then your communicating with.,us can be no 
z ; for on both ſides we allow, that 90 abſtain from 

is neceſſary to Salvation : But if it be, then you 

{t either prove by Holy Scripture that it is fo c- 
ſary, or elle you manitelily depart from the ex- 
ls and authentick DoCring of the Church of Eng- 
pd, to which you pretend 10 ſtrictly to adhere. 
As then the only Exgzzry, upon this Occaſion to 
made, is, whether it be q Sin for yon to communt- 
with ug, and it it be no Sin, the Schiſm moſt cer- 
nly lies at your Door. So the only Rx/e whereby 
make this Enquiry, is the Law of Gad, (Sin being 
thing elie but the Tranſgreſſion of this Lam) a 
$ Law either exprefly reed in Holy Scripture, or 
iciently proved thereby: Nothing but what is fo 
id or proved, being on either fide, thought requi- 


and neceſſary to Salvation. By this Rule then I 


ll ſoon examine ſuch things (Arguments I cannot 
Il them) as in your Pamphlet I find fuggelted to 
ove the Sinfulneſs of our Communion, and leave it 


your own Conſcience to judge of the Matter, as you 


t one Di anſwer even for your moſt ſecret 
oughts before the great Tribunal of Almighty God. 
Firlt then, the grand Allegation of all, I take to be 


Ws, that the Nonjuring /awfl Biſhops were ( as you 
W-i<nd ) uncanonically and unf uſtly deprived, and o- 


rs #7Canonically and wrong fully put into their Pla- 


; with which Intruders (as you call them) to join in 


mmunion, er with any other Biſhops or G 'BY 
5 that 
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| that hold Communion with them, you ſay is a $ 
y | and for this Reaſon you pretend that you can 
| without Si, communicate with any of the Biſh 
. or Parochial Clergy now in poſſeſſion, becauſe eit 
af they are themſelves Intruders, or hold Communi 
with thoſe who art ſo. But this pretence, how p 
{ible ſoever. at the fiſt View it may ſeem to be, 
when it comes to be tried by the Fire of God's Wi 
and Law, will ſoon appear to be no better than | 
and Stubble, (1 Cor. iii. 12, 13.) 
The Aliniſſerial Function indeed of the Biſhops; 
Clergy, is, no doubt, of Divine Inſtitution; but 
Limitation of the Exerciſe of this Function, wil 
this or that Dioceſe, Pariſh, or Diſtrict, is altoget 
of human Appointment. Our bleſſed Saviour gave 
Apoltles a general Commiſhon to.exercile their M 
ſtry thro'out the whole World; to reach all Nati 
baptizing them (Mat. xxviii. 19.) to go into al 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature, \ 
(Mark xvi. 15.) And yet tor the better carrying on 
this Work, and avoiding of all Confuſion therein, 
was neceſſary that they ſhould divide among the 
ſelves the Task which was indifterently given to thi 
all, and each of them take his ſeveral Proportion of 
b | Thus James, Cephas, and Fobn, gave to PaulandB 
| nabas the Right-hand of Fellowſhip, that the ſe ſhouli 
1:38 to the Heathen, and they unto the Circumciſion (Gal 
9.) And thus it is on all Hands allowed, that the te 
of the Apoſtles went into the ſeveral and diſtant P. 
of the World, in order to convert the Nations, 4 
planted diffin&t Churches where-ever God gave thi 
| ſucceſs in their Preaching of the Gofpel. True it 
| that this Partition of the common Work, Which t 
had made, neither was, nor could be a Hindrance, 
that, in Caſes of Neceſſity, one of them might la 
fully exerciſe his Function even within that Dill 
which had been appointed and ſet out to , 
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ſay is a where no ſuch Necetlity at all appeared, it was 
you e Duty ot each of them to keep within thoſe Bounds, 
the Biſh i preſerve that Order which they had agreed upon: 
ecauſe ei which Reaſon it was, that St. Pan! finding Work 
CommunWugh elſerhere to do, ſirroed to preach the Goſpel 
„ how pi where Chriſt was already named, leſt he ſhould in- 
n to be, Ws another's Province, or bid upon another Man's 
God's WW-1:42:i077, and thereby take upon him that Work 
er than Mich belonged to another. (Ron. xv. 20. ) | 
In like manner, every Biſhop, Prieſt, and Deacon 
Biſhopʒi the Church of Exglund, at his Conſecration, or Or- 
7 ; but Nation, receives an unlimited Power to perform the 
jon, wil ice of that Function, to which, in purſuance of 


; altogetMſſhrilt's own Inſtitution, he is ordained, or conſecra- 
dur gave ir 1be Church of God committed unto him (and the 
their Mme] believe is done in all ther Churches.) But 


all Nati t the Exerciſe of this Power is, for very good Rea- 
into all Us, limited and reſtrained to each Man within his 
ature, Nin Dioceſe, Pariſh, or Church. Nor is this Re- 
rying on int or Limitation pretended to be made by any o- 
therein er Law than what is 042-72. And although, he- 
ong there the Civil Power any where became Chriltian, 
en to tiere was no way of fixing the Bounds and Limits 
rtion oft Dioceſes, Pariſhes. or by what other Name we 
land Hy call the ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Diltricts, but only 
e ſhoultWF''t the voluntary Agreement of the ſeveral Churches, 

on (GW! their reſpettive Paſtors ; then the adhering to 

it the hit had once become cuſtomary; and laſtly, the 

tant PafMWulcs, Canons, or Neterminations, of rhe ſeveral Sy- 


ods, or Eccleſiaſtical Conventions which frequently 


tions, 4 
rere uſed to meet; vet as the Diviſion of Church 


Ave thi 


True it iſtricts molt naturally followed, and uiually fell in 
hich tMrich thoꝶ of the State; ſo when Princes and Magi- 
ance, Writes once came to embrace the Goſpel, they lad a 
ight Net to interpoſe their Authority in theſe Matters, 
t Diſti herein the Phi Good and Peace were often con- 


another 


erned; and to make Laws, not only for enforcing 
B | 
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the Laws of God, but alſo for the Regulation ay 
Determination of ſuck things as God himſelf had n 
lettled and determined; And particularly the Boun 
and Limits of Provinces, Dioceſes, and Pariſhe 
within which each reſpeQive Metropolitan, Biſhoj 
and Prieſt were (except in Caſes of Neceſſity or Pe 
miſſton) obliged to confine the Exerciſe of their n 
ſpective Functions. 
Now when the Nonjuring Biſhops and Clerg 
were, by Act of Parliament, deprived of their reſp: 
ctive Pieferments, nothing was pretended to be take 
trom them that was of divine Inſtitution. Whatent 
Charatter was imprinted on them at their Ord inatio 
or Confecration, or Power thereby given them, w. 
not intended to be defaced, or wholly taken fror 
them, but only the Excrciſe of it reſtrain d Andi 
at any time after, they had complied with the G 
vernment, there would have been no manner of oc 
ſion for any new Conſecration or Ordination, to mah 
them as capable of officiating in their ſeveral Fund 
ons, as they were before their Deprivation. I rake n 
Notice here of their being deprived of the Honour 
Revenues, and Privileges, which by our Conſtitutic 
are annexed to each Biſhoprick, becauſe this is nc 
that I can hear of, ſo much as prerended by any 
you, to be a Caule or Ground of your Separation. 
But whether we can call it a Depriving them 
their Biſhopricks , ora Reſtraining them from the E 
erciſe of their Functions, may perhaps be no more b 
2 Diſpute about IVords. It is the Uncanonicalneſs 
what was done that you except againſt. And here, th 
we may not wrangle in the dark, I muſt entreat you 
Firſt, To produce the Canons which h@eby c 
think to have been violated ; and fer them down 
their proper Words, that we may know the full I 
port and Meaning of them. 
Secondly, To thew what Authority the ___ 
Ut 
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tion n Canons had; by whom ſuch Authority was gi- 
had m them : and how far the Extent of it reacheth :; 
e Bound ticularly, whether their Authority reaches ſo far 
PariſhsWo lay an Obligation upon the Church of Eng/and ; 
- BiſhooMW whether any, and what Canons or Decrees, pure- 
y or PalMEcc)chialtical, not made within the Church of Exg- 
their Wd icfelt, can lay any Obligation upon it, or its 

>mbers, before they are either received by Cuſtom, 
1 CleryWWatitied by ſuch Authority as, by its own Conſtitu- 
cir reſp, has Power for ſuch Ratification? 
> be take, To tell me plainly and expreſly, whether, 


Whaterq the Conſtitution of our Church and Kingdom, all 
rdinationWons and Cultoms, purely Eccleſiaſtical, are not 
em, net to ſuch Alterations, Regulations or Repeals, 
ken irony Act of Parliament ſhall at any time therein be 
d. And ie? 

the GofM@\nd when you have given me a fair and full An- 


xr of Or to thele Enquiries, and that upon the Principles 
„ to makWhe Church of England, to which you profeſs ſo 
al Fund y to adhere, I ſhall then only deſire you to add 
[ rake eto, a Reſolution of the following Cate. 
Honoun Biſhop, by Act of Parliament, is deprived, nor 
onſticorioWhat Character or Power which, by divine Inſtitu- 
his is no, he received at his Conſecration, but only of the 
by any ofrty ot exerciſing his Epiſcopal Function within 
ration. WW Dioceſe, which, lately, by the Laws of the King- 
o them , belonged to him. Is there any Law of God 
om the Exch io1bids the Dean and Chapter of the Carhe- 
o more bu} Church of that Dioceſe, upon a Conge d'c/rre di- 
11calneſs e to them by the King, tochule another Biſhop ? 
| here, tha the Biſhops of the Province to Conlecrate ſuch 
treat you, Non when he is choſen ? Or the Perſon ſo choſen, 
Geby you" be is conſecrated, to perform the Office of a 
down Wop within that ſame Dioceſe ? Or the Clergy or 
he full Im! oi the Dioceſe to ſubmit to him? Or of the 
Fray other Dioceſe to hold Communion with 
n ou * 7 there be any Law of Gd chat forbids _ 
Ha! 0 
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of theſe things, and particularly the laſt, produce 
the Law : But it not, how can the doing of any d 
thele Things be reputed a Se It vou undertake to 
prove any ching to be a Sin, it is incumbent on you 
to ſhew, that it is a I anſfgreſſion of ſome Law of O 
And it you ſay to do this, or avoid that, is neceſſary 
70 Salvation; you mult ſhew, that what you ſo fay, 
is either 7ead in Scripture, or may be proved thereby 
It therefore you deſign not to amuſe or perplex, but to 
clear up and direct the Conſciences of Men in the ho- 
nelt performance of their Duty, you mult keep clok 
to the Holy Scriptures, which all true Church of Eng 
land Men maintain to be a complete Rule beth 9 
Faith and Manners. Indeed, if a Queſtion ariſes con. 
cerning the Meaning of Scripture, there is no doubt 
but the Primitive Church, and antient Chriſtian Wi 
ters ate excellent, tho' not infallible, Izerpreters oft 
it. But if, without laying your Foundation in theſe 
Holy Scriptures, you proceed in Matters neceſſary to 
Salvation, to build upon the ſole Authority of th 
Church and Fathers; altho* I] think I could in the 
preſent Cafe very well join Iſſue even this way wit! 
You, yet ſtil], upon the Principles of the Church d 
England, which both you and I profets to adhere to 
our Labour would be altogether to no purpoſe : God 
having left us no other Re but the Hoy Scriprure: 
for the final Determination of every thing which kf 
requires in order to Salvation, altho' he does not det 
bar us from any proper Help we can get, whereby . 
come at the true Meaning of rhem. it 

To this only Shitr then, at lalt, you are plainly ut 
duced ; namely, to ſay, that the pretended ParliaF” 
ment which made the Act for depriving thoſe BiſhopP"lr 
and Clergymen, who ſhould refuſe to {ivear Allee”: 
ance to King William and Queen Mary, was, in fe. 
lity, no Parliament: and the King who pretended i 
give the Royal Aſſent to it, in reality, no King; : f 

: tl 


1A 


hat therefore the Nonjaring Biſhops were deprived 
;ichout any Juſt Cauſe, and by an incompetent Au- 


oduce 
ny of 
ke to 
1 youfflear and full Anſwer; and, in ſtating the Caſe, have 
God:;Pufticiently ſhewn you, that the late King James did 
-ſaryſcally and truly Abdicate the Government; that by 


) {ay,his Abdication the Fountain of the Execution of Ju- 
-reby tice was ftopp'd ; that the Laws of the Land having 
but to hade no Provifion for ſuch an unforeſeen Caſe as this, 
1e ho- Me People were wholly left to the Laws of God and 


[ature to make the beſt Proviſion they could for 
he publick ſafety; which they did, as near as it was 
oſſible, according to the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom of England: That as ſoon as the Government 


clok 
Eng- 
tho 


s con. 
douhlbras thus reſettled, every ſubject of England was in 
' WriConſcience obliged to ſubmit to it; and having now 


ors oAFontinued for ſo many Years to be exerciſed under 
in the Ning 1/7//;7am, Queen Anne, and King Goarge, all 
ary ti retence of the Unlawtulneſs of it is quite taken a- 
of thivay, and all that was done from the very Beginning 
in that it, ſufficiently ratified and confirmed. All this, I 
wit, I have already ſufficiently ſhewn you, and there- 
rch re need not trouble either you, or my ſelt, here a- 
ere to ain to repeat it. 5 1 
Gol Conqueſl alone, antecedent to the Conſent or Sub- 
turednithon of a People, or Nation, may indeed make 
ich HMem Captives or Priſoners of Har, but not Liege-Men 
1or der Sbiectg. What Title then had C(æſar to that Pows 
by Mror Authority, which he exerciſed over the People 
tithe Zews, bur only full and quiet Poſſeſſion ? When 
nly teur bleſſed Saviour theretore bids the People to render 
ParliaÞmo Ceſar the things which are Cæſar's; what do you 
zihop ink he would have them underſtand by the Things 
AlleeiÞ:ch are Cefr's, bur only the Things to which, by 
in ee preſent Conſtitution, he was known to have a /e- 
1Ged Fe! Cl11nm ? And that this was his Meaning, I think 
py : Pears very plain, becauſe he enters no laving oo 
wy the 


hority. But to all this I have aready given you a 
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the Right of any Perſon againſt the Laws, as thy 
then ſtood; bur only for that of God alone, uh 
Right is above all human Laws whatever, (Aan 
XXit. 21.) | 

What Right bad the Roman Emperors (or many 
them at leaft) to their Power, except the Acquiah 
cenceand Submiſhon of the People to that Authorinſl 
of which oftentimes even Force or Oppreflion wi 
the Beginning? And yet you very welbknow that ti 
Apoſtles required Obedience to be given to this verſh 
ö Authority, even far Conſcience ſake, and for the Lordi 

ate. The Paffages to this Purpoſe are fo often 
148 your Mouth, that I need not quote them. 
Conſtantine the Great could not, by Inheritang 
have any better Title to the Empire, than his F 
ther whom he ſucceeded: His Father, Conſtant 
Carus, could have no better Title than Maximid 
who adopted him: Maximian had no Title but wh 
Daoclefian gave him by making him his Collegue; an 
Diocleſian had no Pretence of a Title, but Poſſeftai 
given him by the Army and People. And yer I bSn 
lieve you will not deny, but that when Conſtants 
had overcome his Competitors, and was becomf} 
fully poſſeſſed of the Empire, all the Chriſtians waſh 
bound to ſubmit and become obedient to him, as ar: 
cordingly we are allured they did. 


« 


a 
In a word; ſearch the Hiſtories of all Nations au 
name me any one Emperor or King, if you can (i 
rael and Fudab excepted) whole Title to his Dom 
nions, was not entirely grounded upon Po ſſeſſion, Ai 
ther firlt in himſelf, or elſe originally in that Perlqy,, 
from whom he derived: Which Poſſeſſion, thooge; 
often it has had its Beginning in Force and Vi: 
lence, yet in Proceſs of time has been ratified, Col 
firmed, and made lawiul, by the Acquieſcence at 
Conſent of the People. JF 
I think I have faid enough to ſhew that on Al. 
tho 
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M0:icy whereby the Nonjuring Biſhops were depri 
d of the Liberty of exerciſing their Functions with- 
their late reſpective Dioceſes, was a_ ſufficient Au- 
bority: Nor am] at all concerned about the Sound 
che Word Uncanonical ; except you prove as I am 
Mie you never can) that ever in Matters not of di- , 
ine, but altogether of human Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, 
„ /apreme Civil Legiſlature is by God's Law prohi- 
ted from 'making ſuch Laws and Conſ!111ut10ns, as 
idently appear. to be for the publick Peace and Gaod, 
1% of Church and State. Which Aſſertion, if you 
zintain, you manifeſtly incur the Excommtmication 
enounced by the ſecond Canon of the Chutch” of 
neland, againſt the Impugners of the King's Supre- 
acy 3 to which, without any juſt Ground or Reafon, 
u would make us liable: And what no Law of God 
vhibits, certainly you will not deny, but 2e ſ#- 
ene Cuil Legiſlature may lawfully do. 
But let the Authority be what it will, yet {till you 
ink there was 20 juſt Cauſe for deprivingthe Nonju- 
nz Biſhops : And will it follow from hence, that 
erefore it is a Sin to hold Communion with thoſe 
ho were put into their places, although they had no 
ind in their Deprivation ? This you mult ſay, and alſo 
rove it from Holy Scripture, or elſe you ſay nothing 
at makes tor your Purpoſe. But I pray confider : 
Is not the maintaining of Peace and Quietneſs 
thin the Community, one part of the very Deſig7 
vr which Civil Government and Magiſtrates are or- 
lined and appointed; that under them we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Life ?. (1 Tim. ii. 2.) Can this 
eace and Guietneſs be ſufficiently maintained, whilz 
en in publick Stations openly refuſe to own or ſub- 
it to the lawful Authority of rhe ſupreme Magi- 
ate 2 And eſpecially Biſhops, and Pariſh Miniſters, 
who have the greateſt Opportunities of inſtilling 
ir Principles into the Minds of the People.? 15 
| E 27", Rm—_ 
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there any Law of God that hinders the Civil Leg 
lature from making a Law that Biſhops and Clergy 
men, for juſt Cauſes, ſhall be removed from their PM 
ferments, without the leaſt Offer of infringing thy 
Character, which by divine Inſtitution is imprinte 
on them at their Ordination, or Conſecration? An 
can a more Juſt Cauſe, for ſuch à Removal, be 4 
ſigned, than open Denial of the lawful Authority 

the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and thereby diſturbing th 
publick Peace? Or can any Law, but that of Gol 
lay 2 Reſtrainr upon the ſupreme Civil Legiſlature 
Was, not this the very Reaſon why feveral Biſhoy 
and. Clergymen were formerly, by Virtue of an A 
of Parliament, deprived of their Preferments, ;/th 
they refuſed, by Oath, to acknowledge Queen E 
aabeth's Supremacy ? And did ever any Church « 
England Man ſay, that the Civil Legiſlature” exceed 
ed their Power in making ſuch an Act, or putting 
in Execution? Or that all who held Communio 
with the Biſhops and Clergy who were put in to h 
up. the Vacancies, were guilty of Schiſm ? If the 
the Parliament under King William, and with Mo. 
Royal Aſſent, had a ſufficient Power to make Law 
(which, I think I have proved) the publick Peac 
and quiet Settlement of the Government then lawfull 
crected, Was a moſt iu (un ſe for making that Law i 
remove all Men from publick Stations who wou 
not give the Security of an Oarh to be faithful ro it hc] 
And why nor Biſhops and Clergymen, as well as off 
thers, if by the Law of God they alſo dre to be fun 
Jef to the higher Powers? Rom. xiii. 1. Or, if yo 
will til, againſt Senſe and Reaſon, ſuppoſe that then 
was lome Defect in the Authority whereby that [a 
was made; yet even in that Caſe, I have plain! 
Ihewn that what was then enatted has, by the Con 
tinuance and Approbation which it has ever ſince 
had, been ſifficiently ratified and confi med. 15 
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If the Faith of a Church be pure, her Doctrine true; 
er Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons rightly, Conſecrated 


ind Ordained, her Worſhip lawjul and decent, and the 
dacraments duly adminiſtred to all that are within her + 


,ommunion : Is a private Chriſtian ſo tar concerned 
1 any Controverſy about Right, Title, Propetty, or 


Juriſdiction, ariſing with, or within ſuch a Church, 


5 in Conſcience to be obliged not to communicate 


vith her, until this ſame Controverſy is rightly de- 


ermined ? And eſpecially when the Determination 
fit does not depend 1mmed:ately upon God's Word 


Law, but upon the Canons and Cuſtoms of the 


hurch, and the Laws of the Land ? If he is not, 
hen your Objection againſt communicating with our 
hurch, on account of the pretended z7juft and un- 
anonical Deprivation of the Nonjuring Biſhops, im- 
ediately vaniſhes : Bur if you ſay he is, pioduce 
he Law of God ( which is the only Rule of Conſci- 


ce) whereby this obligation is laid upoy him; and 


his Law mult either be 122d in Holy Scrifture, or 


roved thereby; or elfe, as a Church of Erg/and Man 


ou cannot ſay that the Obſervation of it is neceſſary 
0 Salvation. And if the right Determination of ſuch 
ontroverfies as theſe is a neceſiary Rule to direct 
ach private Chriſtian with what Church to commu- 
cate, muſt he {tudy the Canons and Cuſtoms of the 


Thurch, and the Laws of the Land (whereby alone 


ch Determination is to be made) o as to be. able, 
his own Judgmenr, to determine the Matter? Or 


Mult he take the Determination thereof by an impli- 


te Confidence in the Judgment of ſome other Per- 
n, or Perſons? And who are they ? And how does 
teir Authority appear? Or what has an honell Man, 
ho is no Schblar, to do, when learned Men differ 
bout ſuch things as theſe ?, And both Sides quote 
thers, Councils and Law-Books, which ate beyond 
s Underſtanding ? Or if upon a Tryal at Law 

N 3 brought 
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P 
brought at the Suit of a Lay-Patron, my Pariſh M. 
niſter, who was collated by the Biſhop, is eviCteg 
and the Benefice having been proved to be a Don 
tive, another is put into it, without any Inſtitutio 
at all; but yet the whole Service, and all divin 
Offices, are regularly pertormed by the-new Incum 
dent; muſt I, who am a Pariſhioner, refuſe to hol 
Communion with this new Incumbent, only becauk: 
in my Opinion, the former Incumbent, who was pi 
in by the Biſhop, has had wrong done him, by ſom 
Miſtake, or it may be Corruption or Partiality of th 
Judge, Jury, or Wirneſſes? Or becauſe I think th 

atter was not tried before the proper Judicature 
Or that there is really ſome Detect in the Julpe 
Commiſſion who gave the Sentence? If every pr 
vate Chriſtian is bound to form a right Judgment 0 
all ſuch things as theſe, whenever they tall out, bh 
tore he can lawfully determine with what Church 
may hold Communion, and Church-Communion t 
(as we all hold it to be) neceſſary to Salvation, th 
Queſtion that was put to our Saviour may well h 
repeated, Who then can be ſaved? 

Your Pamphlet juſt mentioffs the Caſe of the Schiſt 
in Scotland, of the Donatiſis in Afic, of the Golde 
Calf, of the Idolatrous Prieſts under Ahab, of thiff | 
Ariane, page 3; of the Novatians, Donatiſts, an 
Priſcilianſts, page 11, 12; of the Calves in Das 
and Bethel; and of. the Samaritans, page 25, 26. B 
if the Author had intended all this for ſolid Proof, an 
not barely to amuſe the Minds of ignorant People, 
ought to have ſhewn, 

Pn That theſe Caſes are like one another: For 
they are different, (as indeed they very much are 
the ſame Concluſion cannot be drawn from them all 

Secondly, That theſe Caſes (at leaſt ſome of them 
ate exadly like ours; or at leaſt fo far, as that ti © 
ſame Rule ought to take place in both. of - rf 
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Thirdly, That what was, in fact, done in every one 
the Inſtances given, was neceſſary by the Law of 
od, to have been done: For where any thing is done, 
at is not ſo neceſſaty to be done, no Mai in point 
Conſcience, is obliged to follow- the Example : 
nd your Author owns, that what we are to conſider 
not what ſome few (ne might have ſaid, or many) 
do, but what they ought to have dons page 12 i. 
2 adds indeed, and what was the Fude ment the 
burch upon ihe Caſe : But if he be a Cum F 
of tÞ:c/2r7d Man, he ſhould have ſaid, not bare:y wht 
1k th, bur whar ought to bave been, the Judgment cf 
ature e Church, For our twenty fut Article {1ys, that 
ſudget en general Councils („which J ſuppoſe you will 
Ty piſjet to be the Churches molt authentick Fudicature ) 
nent y £71, and ſometimes have erred even in things 
ut, b taining unto God; wherefore things oraained by 
1ch He 27 receſſary 70 Seluation, have neither Strength 
nion H Authoriiy, unleſs it may he declared that they are 
n, i en out of the Holy Scriprures. But, as our pre- 
vell it Caſe is circumltantiated, we may well abide a- 
7 Judgment that ever was given by the Chriſtian 
Schiſnuurch, before the Uſurpations of the Pope nn to 
Goldcherail in it. 
of wilt you, or your Author, think fit to urge theſe or 
7s, ane other Cafes in your Behalf, in ſuch a manner as 
in Daheht to be done, then, and not till then, it will be 
6. Bu aſnable for you to expett a full and particular An- 
of, auer to them | 
ple, bf But you will ſay, that as the Church never did, ſo 
m2inly ſhe 9ght not, to hold Communion with 
+ Forftiſmaticks. Be it ſo: But then you muſt not p- 
ch are /, (as vour Pamphlet does but probe your ſel ves 
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em all. I be the Chyrch, and us to be the Schi/ſmaricks. And 
f themmuft again and again tell you, that if it be the Duty 
that ii every Chriſtian, and neceſſary to his Salvation, to 


eſerve the Unity of the Church as far as lawfully 


Third. he 
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L381 
he may, either you muſt prove, and that from 
Law ot God, as it ſtands in Holy Scripture, that 
is 4 Sin to communicate with us, who are in Poll 
fion of all the Places, by the Laws both of Chun 
and State, ſet apart for publick Worſhip, or elſe i 
Guilt of the Shin will tor ever ſtick cloſe to yl 
and your Party. 1 
You urge, that we have departed from the I 
crees and Doctrines of the Church ot Exgland, pal 
ticularly thoſe about Reſiſting, Depaſing and Fon 
ting, page 2. I anſiwer, 
Firſt, That if you pleaſe to ſet down theſe Dl 
Etrines and Decrees, in the very ſame gener 
Terms in which our Church has expreſſed them, a 
underſtand no more to be taught or decreed by It 
than what ſhe has authentickly expreſſed, nor wif 
her Expreſſions beyond what it ought to be ſuppoſſ 
that ſober and rational Men intended by them, yt 
will find that we have not departed from any- 0 
Doctrine and Decree of hers. And upon this I 
ready to come to a particular Debate with y 
whenever you pleaſe to produce vour Inſtances. F 
_ Secondly, If we really had departed from any L 
Etrine or Deciee of our Church, yet either you m 
prove, and that by the Law and Word of God, ti 
we ought not fo to have departed, or elſe you of 
charge us with no Sn on that account, and mi 
leſs thereby juſtify your Separation from us. 
| Thirdly, It, notwithſtanding this our ' {ppok 
| Departure, we ſtill retain all things that are aecel 
10 Salvation, and do not require from you, 4s 4 
dition of Communion, that you ſhould ſubſcribe or pk 
feſs any Deciee or Doctrine, to which you can 
give your Aſſent; there is nothing in this our [P 
tended] Departure, that can juſtify your Separaly. 
ftom us. For it Men agree in all thoſe rhings, Wil 
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1, Certainly they may lawtully hold Communion 
gether, whatever different Opinions they are of in 
zer Matters. | | 
Your Charge of Treaſon againſt us, in this Caſe, 
zgregioully abſurd. Nothing is {r7eaſor, but what 
> Law of the Land makes fo, Produce your Au- 
ities then, and tell us, can Treaſon be committed 
the I) inſt a King of England, after he bas abdicated his 

vernment © And when a King is in full Poſſeſſion 
Ine Throne, and exercifes the Roydl Authority 
Hout Controul; can'Trea/or, by our Law, be com- 
ted againſt any but himſeif? Or were all the Peo- 
of Englund guilty of Treaſon, and on that ac- 
nt in a State of Damnation, for about ſixty Yearg 
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ro 1 ether, during the Reigns of Henry the Fourth, 
or wn ry the Fifth, and Henry the Sixth, not to men- 


1 ſeveral other Kings who did not come to the 
Swan by Proximity of Blood. ft 
ou wil} ſay, perhaps, that we are guilty of Inj u- 
againſt the late King James and his Son, altho: 
Law will not call it 1reafon. Injuſtice is nothing 
but the Breach of ſome Law which we are obs 
d to keep; and where the Breach of no Lato is, 
e can be no Injuſtice. Tell me then what Law,. 
r of God or Man, did the People of England 
k, when, upon King 7ames's Abdication they: 
e the belt, and indeed the only Proviſion which,” 
ole Circumſtances, they could for their own 
lu ppoſ ation? Produce the Law, and ler us fairly de- 
\ neceſſ be Matter. Or was there no Zxftice due to 
„ea ($-ountry, and legal Conſtitution, when King Zames 
ibe ot Aleeally invaded the fundamental Rights of all. 
ubjects 3 and then, ratnet than give them any; 
Security, went away, and left them in the ut- 
carat Contuſion, with a Daſign to return upon them 
wi French and Popiſh Army? Os ifwe- were, or 
taken in our Notions of Zaitzee, and really 
| think 
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think that to be jſt which you think unjuſt; Is fh 
a good Reaſon for your refuſing our Communion, 
long as we do not require you to partake with us 
our [ſuppoſed ] Injuſtice. 

Yes (fay you) you require us to partake with yi 
in your Injuſtice, by inſerting in your Liturgy, Pr 
ers for King George and his Family, in which 
cannot with Juſtice join with yqu. Now. altho 
think I have ſufficiently proved that it is your Du 
ro ſubmit to King George ; and if ſo, then ſurely 
pray for him; yet ſuppoſing ſtill that you are nor 
vinced, let us put the Cafe thus: We think our ſel 
bound in Conſcience to pray for King George, af 
beyond diſpute, he has at leaſt as good a Rightf 
our Prayers as the Roman Emperors had, whomf 
ſoppoſe you will allow to be included amongfttht 
foi whom gt. Paul requires Prayers to be made (1 Ti 
F „ E. are Ot a Contrary Opinion, and tha 
| | foic u think vou cannot with a good Conſcie 
| Join with ns in thofe particular Prayers, altha 

you have no Exception againſt any other part off 
Worſhip. Your Conſcience is erroneous, but ftillff, 
is Conſcience, and the Queition is. whether, on 
count of theſe Prayers, you are bound altogerherſſ 
ſeparate from our Congregations * I will not nowgh 
ter into a Diſpute upon this Point with you, beck ; 
I rhink I have given you ſufficient Reaſons why Ehe 
ſhow'4 join with us in theſe Prayers, as well 48 
| the reſt of our Worſhip. But this will ſay, th is 
| on the account of theſe Pravers, yan break off thy 
| our Communion, you depart from the former IF! 
ciples and Practice of your Party, as appears HA 
the plain Teſtimony of Mr. Dodwe/l, his Words fen 
may read De Nup. Schi ſin. Angel. S. 2. pag. 2. Sioꝗth 
filem Corone noſtre datum 6bſervavimus, ut (Nye 
Nihil tamen illa fecerit ad Communionem cum NA. 


tibus abrumpendam. Salois Ecclfie Epiſcoporiio 
Zur, 


41 
Is Hibus, adhuc ſalva erat noſira Communio, & ne 
ion, Widem Divini Cultus gratia, Conventus alios a Pub: 
ch use nobis proprios haburmus. Nihil nos movebat 
feftio a receptis Eccleſiæ noſtre Dagmatibus de Obe- 
nia Principubus preſtanda, etiam in alicirff, al. 
Paſſiva; deque non reſiſtendo, quicungue demunt 
ſet repugnandi prætextus. (N B.) Nibil Publica- 
m Precum ſcandala, dum nulla imponeretur Com- 
nionis Conditio ut illas probaremus---- Dum ſatoa 
nobis in Adverſariorum Communione ſalutis 
g, adhuc in illorum Communione permanſimus, &c; 
eſe were the Principles upon which your Party 
t ſet up their ſeparate Meetings, and to theſe Prin- 
RightYles Mr. Dodwell (a Perſon of great Sineerity, tho? 
vhomWiverſe things much miſtaken) adher d to his dy- 
gt thi Day. But for what Reaſons many of you came 
eiter them, I leave you to the Judgment of your 
nd thin Conſciences. And altho' even upon theſe Prin- 
onlcieles, your Separation from us can never be juſti- 
alrhogy, as I chink I have clearly ſhewn you, yer it you 
art of ſtuck ro-them, the Schiſn muſt of courſe have 
but ſtiged with the Death, or voluntary Reſignation of the 
r, on Ons deprived ; and how you will anſwer at the 
gether great Day, for concurring towards making it, as 
ot non as in you lies, perpetual, is certainly worth 
1, bech molt ſerious Conſideration. $ 
; why he Charge of Perjury which you bring againſt 
well As much ſuch another as that of Treaſon Allegi- 
ſay, WF is but another Word to fignity the Duty of a Sub- 
k off Wo hig Sovereign. This Duty indeed is enforced up- 
zrmer Hl Subjects by the Law of God; but the only Rule 
pears Meaſure = is the Law. of the Land; and con- 
WordsFfntly, to ſwear Allegiance is neither mote nor , 
2. Sie ſſthan only with an Oath to promiſe that Duty to the 
(Neigen which the Law of the Land requires to be 
um Nrmed. Such an Oath then makes not the leaſt A/- 
ſcopos ſſon in the Duty of Allegiance, but only binds it 
Fur F 2078 
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Word: Or it you pretend to preſs us with the Lang 


more ſtrongly upon the Conſcience: And therefq 
where the Law of the Land requires no Allegiancet 
be paid, it is certain the Oazh cannot oblige us to a 
IF then you can produce me any Law of the Ly 
whichdirects A//egrance to be continued to a Prin 
even after he has abdicated the Government, and 
preparing to return as an Enemy with a foreign 
my; or to be paid to any Perſon whatever who 
not in Poſſeſſion of the Throne, in oppoſition to h 
who is fully ſo, and in the free Exerciſe of the Ro 
Power, I pray let me know it, for hitherto it} 
been to me a perfect Secret. But if you cannot 
this, all your Clamours that we have broken q 
Oaths of Allegiance, are molt vain and frivolous. | 
You will fay, that A/egiance was ſworn, not on 
to King James, but alſo to his Heirs and lureful Sf 
ceſjor's e True, but fill rhe only Rule and Meaſure 
Allegiance, is none other but the Law of the Land, 
where the Law requires no Allegiance to be pi 
the Oath obliges to none. If therefore you were ableſ 


prove that King James had a Son by his Queen, aÞþ 


that he is ſtill living; yet except you can alſo prof 
that the Law of the Land looks upon him as his Siff 
ceſſor, notwith{fanding that he has not ſuceeeded H 
in the Throne, the Oarh of Allegiance will not do ye 
Cauſe the leaſt Service. And again and again, Þ 


me tell you, and the Author of your Pamphlet, ., 


if you have a mind not to amzſe, but clearly to . 
ret the Conſciences of thoſe to whom you apply ye 
ſelves, you mult inſiſt upon nothing elſe but Lo 
for nothing but Law, and that continuing in for! 
ean be a Rule to Conſcience. If you urge the Lan 
God, you mult, if you are a Church of Exgland M 
thew it in the Holy Scripture. For although God H- 
given us all his moral Laws, even by natural Reaf? 
yet he has repeated them every one in his writt 
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Land, ſet it down in its proper Words, and tell 
in what authentick Book we may find it, that we 
ay fairly confider both the Meaning and Extent of 
And it our Laws have made no manner of Pro- 
ſion for ſo extraordinary and unforeſeen a Cale as 
at of a King abdicating his Government; what o- 
r Rule had the People of England in that very Cale, 
direct them, but the Law ot God, which is prior 
3nd above all human Laws ; and commands usall 
our power, to promote the publick Good of Man- 
nd? For, as our Saviour ſays, that the Sabbath was 
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.) So may we as truly ſay, and prove it fem Scri- 
not onflace too, if it were not in a manner ſeli-evident, that 
fl gs were by God ordained for the lake of King- 
eaſureſ$9n5, and not Kingdoms for the fake of Kings: 
and. 117 no Re ſpecter of Perſons (Acts x. 34.) 
be paſ! our Author will have it that we are all under the 
re able Nence of Excommiunication ;and it this be really ſo, 
1een, Mul readily own it to be a S727 for any one who 
fo props it, to hold Communion with us; bur it the 
s his Sſpument whereby he proves it, be nothing but De- 
eded Won and Fallacy, what muſt we think of thoſe Men 
ot do yas endeavour by ſuch deceitful Artifices, to impoſe 
again, n the ignorant? He ſets down the Words of the 
hlet, pd Canon.“ Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that 
fly to Ide King's Majelty hath not the fame Authority in 
pply y auſes Eccleſiaſtical, that the godly Kings had a- 
but Laſtong the ewe, and the Chrittian Emperors in the 
in forÞpiimitive Church; or impeach in any part his regal 
he LawPupremacy, in the faid Caules reſtored to the 
and M-rown, and by the Laws of the Realm therein e- 
h God abliſhed, let him be excommunicated 7p/o faio, 
al Reafſh Now a Man of Candor mult preſently ſee that 
is wtitifDeſign of this Canon is not to require from every 
he Lanfhate Man, under Pain of Excommunication right- 
Y determine who 1 that has the true Title to 
2 CP th - 


ide for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath (Mark ii. 
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the Crown, if at any time a Controverſy ſhould at 
about that matter; but only to aſſert the Right 
the ſupreme civil Magiſtrate (who in Exg/and is t 
King) againſt the Encroachments of rhe papal Uk 
pation: Nor did any of your Party look upon us 
excommunicared Perlons for aſſerting thys Right 
be in King W:/ham, and no longer in ti late Ki 
James; for otherwiſe they, who refuſed to owna 
other King but King 7ames alone, would certain 
upon this very account, have refuſed to communic 

with us. And yer Mr. Dodwel!, in the Pallage WW 
now quoted, ſpeaking what was then the Senſe 
your whole Party, ſays, Sic fidem Corone noſiræ 
tum obſervavimns, ut (N. B.) Nihil ramen ua 
cerit ad communionem cum negantibus abrumpiſh 
dam; ſatvis Eccleſiæ Epiſcoporumq; Juribus adi 
ſaloa erat noſtra Communio, &c. | 

But let us, for the preſent, ſuppoſe the Meaning 
the Canon to he as he would ſuggeſt ; the Quzltiſf: 
that ariſes will be, How we may at all times Know of 
is that King, w/,ofſe Authority in Cauſes Ecclefuli 
cal we are thus bound to acknowledge ? To which 
furniſhes us with the following Anſwer (Page 
By King mentioned in this Canon, is 10 be un 
flood (according to the undoubred Principles of Þ 
Church of England) that Perſon who is (N. B. 
fefſed af the Thrond, according to the Civil Inſti 
on of the Engliſh Hereditary Monarchy : Whoſo 
d:ſowns his Authority, &c. by the Canon incurs 
Sentence ot Excommunication ipſo facto. See 
Truth will ſometimes force its way even again 
Man s Will! To be poſſ-ſſed of the Throne, accord: 
to your Author, is at leaſt one neceſſary Mark whe 
we are to know who that King is whoſe Autboriy 
are to own. From whence it follows; Ey, That wi 
King Janes had. by his Abdication, quizzed, or Di 
Foſſaluon of the Throne, we were no longer bounſ 
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In u .....ury in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. And, 
ight eondly, That we are not bound to own his Autho- 
{ is ie in his | pretended ] Son, who never was in Poſ- 
11 Ul: of it. ; | 
Bur, fays your Author, according to the undoubted 
rinciples of the Church of England, this Poſſeſfror 
Wult be according to the Civil Inflitution of the Engliſh 
editary Monarchy. Are you ſure of this? Then, I 
Ty, produce theſe undoubred Principles, and ſhew us 
are they are declared by any authentick Act of the 
buch of England. Produce alto this Civil Inſtitution 
it ſtands in ſome authentick Bock, or Record of the 
„f E:2g/2nd, that we may be able to Judge of both 
2 az7thority and true Meaning of the one and the o- 
hru ner. For where Conſcience is to be directed, che Rule 
4s adit to be made plain and clear, and nothing admit- 
J for 174th, bus what is made appear to be lo. 
eaningÞ That the Exgliſb Monarchy is Hereditary, and not 
QuzltcQtive, is entirely owing to the Lav®of the Land: 
know not, I pray, ſhew me any other Law that has made 
icclef1 fo ; and why the {ame Law does not take place in 
 whicliþ/and ? Whatever the Law of the Land eſtabliſhes, 
Page Wnains yet ſtill ſubject to any new Regulation which 
be uni Supreme Legiſlature ſhall at any time think fit to 
es of Bike therein. For which Reaſon it was by 13 Eig. 
. B.) . 1. made High-Treaſon to affirm, that the Laws 
Inſtil Statutes do not bind the Right of the Crown, and 
o ſorſf Deſcent, Limitation, Inhernance, or Governance 
incars Ne. And where the Law of the Land has made 

See If Proviſion for the Satety of the whote Communi- 
| again or even of a fingle/Perfon, there, in Caſes of ex- 

accord me Neceſſity, the Lu of Self-preſervation is al- 
K wheeled to take place. And laſtly, By the Conſtitution 
thorihhl Kreland, we have no better or more certain Rule 
That Wiereby to know who that Perſon is in whom the 
, or Dlyal. Authority is veſted, ro whom we, owe Alle- 
ex bounce, and againſt whom alone Treaſon may be com- 
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making and repealing Laws, and exerciſing all oth 


__ Withour the leaſt Proof, that the Right ro the Tho 


_ Fames's legitimate Son; there is no cccafion for n 


Hie heſt under God; becauſe the only Queſtion be 


mitted, or Rebellion raiſed, than the full Poſſe 
of the Throne, calling Parliaments, and with the 


Branches of the Kingly Power. It you have any be 
ter Rule than this to direct me, produce it, aff 
prove the Authority of it. == 
But he goes on: If King James the Second had 
Right, the Revolutioniſis ani Complicrs were exc 
unicated by the Canon; for in depriving the righ 
King, they diſowned his Authority, & And is noti 
this a meer begging of the Quettion, by ſuppoſis 


and Kingdom, remained in the late King Zames, ev 
after his Abdication? which we deny, and that tory 
ry good Reaſon, as I have already {hewn you. 
Well! but he offers proof (ſuch as it is) that t 
Right continued in King Zamzs; tor (ſays he) that 
(vis. King James) had a Right, and continued clank 
ing to his Death, none can deny. That King James 
once a Right to the Crown we alk grant: That att 
his Abdication he had any fuch Right, we deny, a 
for our Denial give unanſwerable Reaſons; in cou 
terballance whereto, your Author favs, he continu 
claimmg to his Death. And what it he ſo continue 
Will a bare Cui create a Right, or renew it aftei 
had been abdicated ? As to the Pretenders Right 
is filent ; and fince I have already fhewn, that aft 
the Settlement made by AQ of Parliament und 
King Willzam, and the continuance ot that Settleme 
for ſo many Years, he can have no manner of Rig 
to the Crown ; no, not tho' he really were Kit 


adding any more upon that Point. Nor need I t2 
any farther notice of his Quotation out of the ff 
Canon. which mentions the King's Power to be! 


alſo will be, who is meant by the K:7g ? to whick 


e already ſufficiently anſwered. And therefore 
oſſeſſg tagical Diſcourſe about Excommunication, with 
th thich your Author concludes his Book, either va- 
all otnhes into nothing, or if there be any occaſion for 
any bit is againſt himſelf and his Party, who deny the 
it, Mtbority of their and our /atful and rightful So- 
„ eien King George. | 

1d bad. have left no Shadow or Hint of an Argument 
' excot | could obſerve in your Pamphlet, though couch- 
tut in a fingle Word, but what I have fairly, 
'S notq; I think fully anſwered ; And as for the greateſt 
ppoſigſt of ir; which is intended to ſhew the Unlawſulneſs 
Throat mmunicating with Schiſtnaticks, or with a ſchif- 
705, ical Church, if there be any Force therein, it is no 
at tory againſt your ſelves than what he has ſaid about 
JU. 2mmunicatibn, For let me repeat it again, and 
that tÞartily wiſh it may have a due Influence upon Your 
that tu; Since it is allowed to be the Duty of every Chri- 
cla to maintain and promote the Unity of the Church, 
ames H 2; lawfully be may; and ſince it is no Sin in 
"hat af maintain and promote this Unity, by holding 
deny, Anion with us, your Separation from 9 75 4 
in Couch of Duty, and therefore a Sin. Jou therefore 
-onnniy(infully ſeparate from us, are moſt certainly Schiſe 
dne. You are the Perſons who ſer up Altar a- 
it after“ Altar, new Altars in your private Oratories, in 
Right ation to the old ones in the Cathedral and Pa- 
that af Churches; and therefore moſt juſtly incur 
ent und Sentence of Excommunication Which is denoun- 
ettlemeſ the ninth, eleventh, and twelfth Canons of rhe 
of Rich of England, which I leave you to read at 
vere Ki Leise. 
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